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FREEDOM 

WHAM! 

Coming soon. The single on 7" & 12" 
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PIRATES 
□ □ □ □ □ 
AIRWAVES 


Flick across your radio dial. The airwaves are currently crackling with illegal pirate 
stations. Pop stations, soul stations, community stations and foreign language 
stations. Stations so small they broadcast to tiny areas from the tops of tower 
blocks. Stations so big they have their own ships in the North Sea and broadcast to 
half of Europe. Like Laser 558. the American-backed, all-hit station whose success is 
even beginning to worry Radio 1. Dave Rimmer (sou'wester, notebook) and Virginia 
Turbett (long range shipping forecast, cameras) hopped on a fishing boat and sailed 
out to see what was going on. 
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National Girobank's attractive cheque book suits your charge you a penny as long as you're in credit, no matter how 

style. Clothes style and lifestyle. In brilliant Girobank blue, it small the amount. 

looks equally athomeinfaded blue jeansorfancy bluejackets. Perhaps you might even save a little. And if you're going 

And whatever the occasion, it comes in very handy. abroad, we can supply you with foreign currency and 

If you're after cash and it's after school, Girobank is open travellers cheques, 
long hours so you can pop in on the way home. A Girobank chequebook would look good on you. 

If you've overdone it on Friday night, take your cheque Especially now. Because if you open a Girobank account, 

book on Saturday morning (to your NATIONAL we'llsendyoua£5record/cassette 

post office). We're open then too. (f " S II __ II token absolutely free. 

If you're going on to further ft Sounds too good to miss, 

education, or getting a job, money II || II —g lMI II || |P\ Soapply by filling in the form 

will go further because we don't V\fe're different because we've got more to offer. below. 


HOW TO APPLY FOR YOUR OWN CHEQUE BOOK ACCOUNT IF YOU ARE 15 OR OVER 



































































































FLESH'N'MUD 


SOCA SEASON 


BROOKSIDE STORY 


- 

- 


curled up on the settee with the Bitz 
pages while the rest of the family 
wage domestic warfare in the 
kitchen at Brookside Close. Which 

ShSaghOltoathSctt^ 68 
responsible for K. Grant, read Smash 
Hits in real life? Well, with mounting 


It helps to keep things 


Camera and The Clash. 

Spotted by the producers of 
Brookside while appearing in a pic 
at Liverpool's Everyman Theatre, 
Shelagh O’Hara- age: “a couple of 
years older than Karen" - was 


is - with particular emphasis on 
dreadful stringy-woolly tops - 
Tatic hairstyles. “I don't base 


yself directly 


Now this is what we call Now That’. What I Call Mturic Video 111 and that's 
probably what you'll call it too because lhat's what it's called. We'd also call it 
a fast-forward opportunity for ten of you to acquire not only this so-called 

- ck compilation of top pop promos' featuring people called the 

-««« ■“— "*-imer, Phil Collin., Sf — 

_ j_„___ter heard of, but also <_ 

That's What I Call Music" t-shirt, as they call it. 

All you have to do is call the shots on this little query. What is Madness's 
new record label called: a) Judge Dredd b) Nutty Crunch c) 2-Tone d) 
Zarjazz? Answers on a postcard or the back of an envelope to a competition 
called Smash Hit. Video Competition, 52-55, Carnaby Street, London W1V 
1PF. We call Time!" on September 26. Don’t forget to say if you want VHS or 
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STREET 

CREDl 


You can’t do without it these days.That’s why we’re installing 
more Speedbanks in high streets everywhere. 

You can do without financial worries though. Which is why 
we’re offering a special service for 15-19 year olds. It includes 
free banking (provided you’re in credit). As well as discounts on 
tapes, records and personal hi-fi. (Essential for real street cred.) 

Our music paper TS Beat has all the details. Pick 
up a copy at any TSB branch. The bank that likes to say YES. ■uxni 
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32 pages packed with news and views, facts and fun. 

The September issue includes interviews with Sade, 

King, Troy Tate, The Armoury Show and Sunset Gun. 

Along with profiles of Steve Strange and of Godley 
and Creme, everything you wanted to know about Glen 
Gregory of Heaven 17, the Stevie Wonder story, and a 
feature on Island Records. 

Plus reviews of the latest albums and videos, and 
three mind-stretching competitions. 

The Beat comes free with any album 
or cassette. 

At any branch ofHMV. _ 

' § ■ 


the HMVshop 
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BLUEBELLS 


IT TAKES A LOT TO MAKE ME LAUGH 


REPEAT CHORUS 

AND YOU’RE NOT LAUGHING 
CATHWOAHWO 

YOU KNOW YOU ALWAYS MAKE ME LAUGH WOAH WO 


ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 


THE MIGHTY 



WEEKENDS 


© 

















s and friends, reception at their 
sman nouse in Essex, cut the cake, ki“ 
the bride, congratulations, bad jokes 
drink or two, as ordinary as you pleas 
“I hate big ceremonies and a lot of 
fuss," says Nik and adds with a smile 
hate crowds too - in the wrong busir 
aren't I?" Back then, he was only in t 
middle of recording his first album a 
nobody had heard of hir- o: -"— 


HUMAN 
R A C I N G 




i he's 


faced a lot of crowds. Also he's had people 
old enough to be his father and know 
better banging on the window of his home 



twee. The thing is, it was recorded several 
different ways and MCA chose the one 
with the most polished sound. It was 
wrong, it trivialised the song". 


Collins, locked away in 




IWTH YOU YET 


that wasn't tr 


rhichNikKershs 
though by his i 


9 charts and got caught in th 
a race. It's terrible. Competii 


s nothing to do with music. And I did get 
involved in it for a time, until I stopped 
taking things so personally and began to 
find the insults funny. But it had all been 
so intense, so serious! Then I looked at all 


ON ANOTHER LONG KNIFE NIGHT SO 
I^^CHORUS 
LOOK BEHIND YOU 
THERE'S THE MAN YOU'RE CHASING 
LOOK BEHIND YOU LET'S GO HUMAN RACING 
HUMAN RACING LET'S GO RACING NOW 

RSES OPEN SEASON'S HERE 


respect" and he has "more control" a 


always like that. For example, he has be 
royally tormented by the vexed questio 
of Image: "It was a total unknown for rr 


WELL THEY FILL YOUR HEAD WITH CLEVER VERSES 


ve to go on telly on Thun 


SILENT VOWS IN SECRET PLACES 


THEY'LL GET YOU SOMEHOW 


awful, straight faces 


.L 'CAUSE YOU NEVER WIN THE HUMAN RACING 


and I had to burst ou 


lO'S THE LOSER NOW 


REPEAT CHORUS 


going to look like?' I say 'Who cares?' I 
didn't know what was right or wrong. I'd 
just see myself in the mirror and think 'Do 
I look a berk or do I look a berk?' 

e people seem like experts soy 


ROUNDANDAR 


AFTER ME AFTER MM ROUND AMD AROUND WE GO 


WHO'S A LOSER NOW LET'S GO RACING 


WORDS AND MUSIC NIK KERSHAW 




m^NDOR MUSIC (LDN) L TD/ARCTIC KING 


do what they say. Then it's bad and you go 
through a stage thinking you're always 

sometimes. I bottle it all up for ages and 
then the straw breaks the camel's back 

"I try notto do it though. It's a pain in the 
bum for everybody. Fortunately I have 


FAME! RICHES! FAST CARS! LOTS OF 


FREE MEALS AND FIZZY DRINKS! 


purpose god-like genius overnight: 
"You're supposed to be a poet, an actor, a 
fashion model... and all I reallyam is a 


he does talk a daunting ar 


Actually, it isn't 
all fun at the 
top, says Nik 
Kershaw. "You're 
supposed to be a 
poet, an actor, a 
fashion model. . . 
'BAKUjall I really am 
usician," 
~bil 


entre of all this and the 


about the criticism 


What does he f 
that he'd rather have an older than a 
younger audience? A little like Elton 



around you." Around him during the 
interview were a photographer, a make- 
■ ■ irber, his publicist 


be concerned that the young kids would 
cut off other people from enjoying my 
songs. For a while nobody male and over 
' * nto a shop and ask for my 


fans I have now. Nobody who mi 
going to look down on me because i ve 
had girls throwing teddy bears at me. 

* I've only been here ten months 

i my fans can only see the surfa 
far. That's not their fault at all. 
I'm on TV. They can't 
and understand me as a 

_ But I don't worry 
about that too much. It's changing all tl 
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APOLLO 9 

THE NEW SINGLE AVAILABLE ON 7" BLAST OFF MIX 
AND 12" EXTENDED ORBIT RE MIX 

tnk * fa «Wrt Ill 









FIRST EVER SOLO SINGLE 


Love Kills 

TAKEN FROM THE FORTHCOMING FILM SOUNDTRACK ‘METROPOLIS' ON ALBUM & CASSETTE 












oirauLco 

reviewed by 


what makes this 1 


DaveRimmer 


songs, anyway)? A song about the 
pence a pressing/30 pence a slee 


; sinisterly orchestrated advice to 
irone thinking of entering the 



do it". I'm glad Tot did, though, 


SHARIN’ STEVENS: A Letter To 
You (Epic) His usual tune. His usual 
simple kind of song. Even if I was 
being tortured by secret police who 
wanted to know more about this 
single I could only say: ugh! 


DONNA SUMMER: There Goes 
My Baby (Warner Bros); DENIECE 
WILLIAMS: Black Butterfly (CBS) 


words, if I hadn’t thought Ms 
Williams' “Let’s Hear It For The Boy" 
was so utterly brilliant then 1 might 
—* u ~ve found this ballad so dreary. 


me of my favourite records of las 


and half-hearted song might not have 
come as such a crushing 
disappointment. But it did 


TINA TURNER: Better Be Good To 
Me (Capitol) A rocky and rousing 
little number suitable, I imagine, for 
large American stadium-style shows. 
But after the rather wonderful “Let's 
Stay Together” and “What's Love Got 
To Do With It", this sounds like 
someone's scraping the barrel of her 
"Private Dancer" LP a little too much. 


THE BLUEBELLS: Cath (London) 

Another country-sounding song that 
leaves me largely untouched apart 
from a giggle or two at the rhyming: 
Cath, laugh, garden path. Neat. Hate 
the harmonica. 


like Duran Duran!!!” - and bemoans 


GENERAL PUBLIC: Tenderness 
(Virgin) This lot appear a little too 
determined to leave behind the 
reggae/ska roots of The Beat and end 
up with a song that doesn't seem to 
know quite what it’s doing. It's mixed 


by John “Jellybean" Benitez, but you 
can neither dance to it nor hear the 
words. What does that leave? Not a 


Swans way 



SWANS WAY: When The Wild 
Calls (Phonogram) You know, 
normally if rd gone out and spent 
° ’ pn ‘na single only to read on the 
when Td got home that I'd 
pf, I'd be well 
‘he "excerpt" 
loke tunelessly 
intoning “when toe wild calls don't be 

backingjhen I'd actually be quite 
chuffed that I hadn't shelled out any 


UB40: If It Happens Again Fm 

the commercial but still cutting edge 
of reggae, here, a-crashingand 

UB40song foratteSt 50 weekT 

LP “Labour Of Love" has been in the 
charts. Actually, it's a bit boring. Or is 
it just me? 


U2: Pride (In The Name Of Love) 

expectations, working with egghead 
producer Brian Eno has not made U2 
go all funny and start making 
background music for multi-storey 
car parks (not that I'd mind if they 
did). Here they're their normal 



• have had anytoing to do with this 

• as still spiritually part of the Wham! 

• camp with all the sunny photos of him 


.. (open shirt, 


tc) that adorn the cover. 


SHAKATAK: Don’t Blame It On 
Love (Polydor) This skips along the 

• road, snapping its fingers, bemg 

• generally very chirpy about 

• everything and providing all that you 



• SISTER SLEDGE: Lost In Music 
« (Atlantic) Like “Thinking Of You“. < 




• being was ordinary. Until “Let's 

• Dance", that is. Suddenly, in a 

• successful bid for mainstream 

• appeal, he chucked away the weird 

• so many people. The result was a 

• slick but fairly ordinary pop LP. "Dull, 

• ^ e , and for Bowie that was an 


ick of the batch that'll ma 


• Hoppery. Th- - - 

• should occupy ourselves with 

• "peace, unity, love and havin' fun". C 

• as Mr Brown puts it in the sleeve 
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LIVE M CONCERT! 

Full details only on the new 


VICTORY Lp Picture Disc 

This is a Limited Edition 

COMPETITION CLOSES 5th OCTOBER 1984 
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Bucks Fizz have had about 
enough. They reckon they 
haven’t got any “credibility” and 
that everyone thinks they’re 
“twee”. They’re also sick ot 
entries in the Smash Hits RSVP 
column that say “must like Duran 
Duran and hate Bucks Fizz”. Your 
referee: Peter Martin. 


J 


ust don’t believe everything 
you see,” urges Jay Aston, 
deep in thought. Standing on 
the tacky but impressive set of 
United Kingdom contest, I can 


By night the contestants are a vision of 
sculptured beauty, immaculately turned 


hardest heart. By day they’re a bunch of 


females. Asa passing tea lady points out, 
“it’s amazing what they can do with a bit 
of make-up these days”. 

Or indeed, take Bucks Fizz themselves. 
Boy/girl-all-singing-and-dancing family 
entertainers and tirelessly enthusiastic 
individuals without a care in the world? 
Hardly. All's not well in the Bucks Fizz 


camp. 

They all hate their “Eurovision” image, 
Bobby G going as far as slating their last 

“'London Town’ was dreadful. My voice 



They don't care about the artistic side of 


things. Now we’re taking much more 
control.” But much more of this later. 


7 


they’re whisked off to run 
through their routine for their 
new single “Talking In Your 
Sleep”. As they mime, the girls 


pretend to play guitars. After that 
everybody trails back to the dressing 
room where jogging outfits and 
jumpsuits lie all around. Zowie, their 
stylist, arranges all their make-up and 
toiletries - Soft And Gentle unscented 
deodorant, E/neffehairspray, Jhirmack 

milk and the obligatory Boots Country 

They all lounge around eating tiny 
green seedless grapes and nectarines, 
discussing possible looks for an 
appearance on The Pops. Their red¬ 
headed manager asks the immortal 
question: “Just what is Miss Trendy 
wearing these days?” Cheryl reckons it’s 
t-shirts. “Big baggy ones. I like them. 
They’re really comfy.” 

“But Wham! have already done that 
one,” explains Mike. “We need 
something trendy, cutesy,” smiles Jay. “I 
know, I can wear my Mr. Man dress.” That 

“Or you could wear a dress and we 
could rip it off,” laughs Mike 
sarcastically. “Or you could always wear 


on you.” Things are starting to get a little 
silly. 

“No come on,” shouts their manager. 


“We’ve got to sort it out now.” “Well, I 
want to wear denim,” snaps Jay, 
definitely her last word on the matter. 
“Nah!” cries Cheryl, “that’s what 
Brotherhood Of Man got into after their 
black and red look.” And that was the end 
of that. It’s nearly 8.40 and time for the 
contest to begin. 

As we make our way through the windy 
hallways of the Brighton Conference 
Centre, the air is crackling with 
excitement. Will it be Miss Liverpool or 
Miss Poole? At any odds my money’s on 

With just seconds to go they trot over to 
the pool encrusted stage for this truly 
awe-inspiring introduction. “Whether 
you like bubbly champagne or tangy 
orange juice, put them together and what 
you get is music to suit every taste - 
Bucks Fizz!” Aaah! And off they go like 
the troupers they are. 


n a flash it’s all over and they’re 
back in the dressing room. 
Apart from the new LP (no title 
as yet but out at Christmas) 
which might feature a specially written 
Nik Kershaw track, they talk about the 
downers of being in Bucks Fizz. 

“Well, I’d like us to be a bit more 
credible,” explains Bobby, “but people 
expect certain things from you and if you 
change that you’re in danger of losing 
your audience. You’ve got to deliver the 
goods.” They all agree that there’s not 
many bands around catering for their 
audience-families-so it’s important 


they stick with it, continuing to provide a 
service. “Our record company recently 
did a survey on our fans - the results 
were completely across the board,” 


“You must remember it is a business,” 
butts in Bobby, “and it pays to be 

be 100% into what yoJre doing. And yes, 
of course, money’s important - it’s 
rubbish when people say it isn’t. I was 
miserable when I was poor and now I’m 


Money’s very important.” 

“Yeah, but the worst thing is the lack of 
credibility,” snaps Mike. “Like in your 
RSVP column - they all say must like 
Duran and hate Bucks Fizz. I mean what’s 
the big difference between us?” 

“I think it must all stem from the 
Eurovision thing,” sighs Jay. “They all 
think we’re twee and can’t do anything. 
But if you think of it we’ve achieved a lot. 
It’s quite rare to have stayed around this 
long after being in ffiaf contest. Yes, I 
think it’s quite an achievement.” 

And on that note they all troop off to 
have their picture taken with the winner 
- Miss Weston-Super-Mare. 
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Details: fashion 
sweatshirt, S.M.L., £10.99. 

Cotton print shirt, 
chest 91-112cm (36-44 ), 
£7.99. Black linen-look 
trousers. Waist 71-91cm 




Ex-members of Visage, 

The Banshees, The Skids, Magazine 
. . . You name them, they’re all in 


ainst very stif 
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TDKDC90 
5 PACK £5.25 

*Save £1.20 

You probably already know about the superior quality 
of TDK audio tapes. You may also realise that they’re great 
value at any price. But you may not be aware what great value 
they are when you buy them in multi-packs at WH. Smith. 

We’re also offering superior quality TDK AD C90 
audio cassettes at £2.75 for a 2 pack. Which saves you 85p* 

At prices like these, TDK are the packs worth picking. 
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and it’s released on 
September 10. 

Written by Bowie and 
produced by Derek Bramble 
(an up-and-coming soul 
musician), Hugh Padgham 
(who’s worked with everyone 
from The Police to Genesis) 
and the gentleman himself, 
it’s accompanied by a rather 


doubtless be shown on Top 
Of The Pops but watch out for 
the full, unexpurgated, 
completely original 20-minute 
version which, according to 
sources extremely close to 
David, “relies heavily on 
comic dialogue”. 

Filmed over four days in 
London and directed by 
Julien Temple (now video 
director to the superstars), it 
tells the story of Vic, a Jack- 
The-Lad character (he's the 
one in the overalls on the 
steps), and Screaming Lord 
Byron, a ‘rock star’ (he’s not 
only the one in that rather 
fetching frilly white shirt and 
leather boots but also the man 


saying that he’s a close 
personal friend of the 
legendary Screaming L 
Byron. He is, naturally, 














"WE WILL ROCK YOU" 

"SOMEBODY TO LOVE" 

"UNDER PRESSURE" 

"KILLER QUEEN" 

"KEEP YOURSELF ALIVE" 

“I'M IN LOVE WITH MY CAR" 

"CRAZY LITTLE THING CALLED LOVE" 

“GET DOWN MAKE LOVE" 

"BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY" 

"SAVE ME" 

"TIE YOUR MOTHER DOWN" 

"NOW I'M HERE" 

"ANOTHER ONE BITES THE DUST' 

"DRAGON ATTACK" 

"SHEER HEART ATTACK" 

"LOVE OF MY LIFE" 

"LET ME ENTERTAIN YOU" 

”WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS' 

"PLAY THE GAME" 

"GOD SAVE THE QUEEN" 


PEPPERMINT VIDEO MUSIC 


Guild House, Peterborough PE2 9PZ 
Telephone: (0733)63122 
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I scenes from some very weird Italian film. Just Motorhead illustrating several ways of being “Killed By 
That's the title of their new single, needless to say. On the left we have "this geezer about to be burned at 
Ike for heresy during the middle ages”. Next up isa “Mexican firing squad executing a band”. And last is “a 


No, not scenes from i 

the stake for heresy during the middle ages’___ 

bit of a Red Sea caper" - a crucifixion during the Roman Empire to you and i_,... 

name of fun. “You need as much laughter as you can get these days, ” muttered Lemmy. He’s got a point. 


Strange but true. So there we were, 
settling in the office one morning, 
when some chap rings up to say his big 
brother had a copy ol the new Frankie 
single. It had a white label on it with the 
words “ Frankie Goes To Hollywood ” 
scrawled in biro and was bought in. of 
all places, Wembley Market. “You 
want me to play it over the phone to 
you?" he muttered excitedly. Yeah, all 
right. And then, crackling down the 
line, came a voice remarkably like 
Holly Johnson singing a ballady song 
that did include the words "The Power 
Of Love". Sounded pretty good, too 
.. . Latest Frankie rip-off: agroup 
called Cyril Trots To Bogna doing a 
song called "Yu-Rats”. “Yu-Rats 
don't chew it/Look what you've been 
doing/Yu-rats stop barking/Give the 
dog a bone”. Silly. Very silly. . 

currently in hospital fora knee 
operation. . Windjammer vocalist 
Karl Dennis has a daytime job as 
security guard in a New Orleans 
.That's nothing. Phil 


on Capital Radio were L 

Howard Jones (from L.... 

I frixri Au I-111 I 1 Paul Your. 
Paul and Linda McCartney have 


named all the deeror 


r Mull Of 


so on keep getting caught and served 
up for Sunday dinner by local poachers 
George Michael seems to be 
getting trouble for wearing two 
earrings. "Nobody minds one earring 
but two gets everybody going," he 
muttered." In the States they call 
things like 'faggot' after me and I even 
get problems at airports now. But I like 
two earrings and I wouldn't change 
themforanything". . Are John 
Taylor and Janine Andrews breaking 
up? Yes they are. No they're not. Yes 
they are. . Are Simon le Bon and 
Claire Stansfield breaking up? No 
they'renot. Yestheyare. No they're 
not. . .Simon currently tanned and 
rested after his Aegean holiday. Been 
doing a lot of yacht racing, apparently. 


for a daily paper. . . That’s nothing. 
Nik Kershaw's brother is adolphin 
trainer in the South Of France. Does 
this have anything to do with there 
beingatrack called "SaveThe Whale” 
on his next LP?. . Nik 2. Mr 
Kershaw has decided to move, his 
whereabouts being so well known that 


shaw, England” arrived at bis 


ehas a degreei 
psychology. . .After a nasty accident 
at the hairdresser's, Jay Aston of 
Bucks Fizz has had to have all her hair 
lopped off. "Icry myselfto sleep every 
night," shemuttered, “hoping itwill 
growbackquickly.'Ahhhh. . . 
Among those to ring up David Jensen 
and wish him luck with his new show 


D'ran live LP. 'Tis muttered that after 
three attempts, the group still can't 
agree on a title for it although a hot 
contender (according to J.T.) is 
“Burning Bright". . . Pity the poor 
Frank Sinatra fans in Toronto. They 
paid £60 each a ticket to see him live. It 
poured with rain. Frankforgotthe 
words to most of his songs (including 
his current single “L.A. Is My Lady") 
and then abruptly walked off after 35 
minutes. The fans were outraged. “I 
think I'll start listening to Boy George," 
muttered one. . George, meanwhile, 
along with the rest of Culture Club, is 
being sued by American songwriters 
Jimmy Jones and Otis Blackwell. They 
claim Culture Club stole “Karma 
Chameleon” from their 1959 song 
"Handy Man". Virgin Music are 
challenging anyone to spot a single 


dear." I get thousands of bottles and 
cans thrown at me," chuckled Mick 
sn he heard about this. 
'Every kind of debris". . ,A16-page 
exercise book filled with drawings and 

poems John Lennon d “ ■■■'•— “- 

19fetched £17,000 in 
Sotheby'sthe other wi 
Malcolm McLaren once nau a 
Saturday morning job cleaning Bob 


chatting to some friends in Tottenham 
Court Road, he was overcome with an 
urge to play them a tape he'd just 
made. But how? On the ghetto blaster 
of apassing youth, of course, so some 
lucky chap was ushered off into a side 
.——.. - 0 uld hear it. But will 


alley so they all i 
his friends belie 


similaritybetweenthetwosongs. . . 
George recently made a 30-minute 
tape to send to fan Alan Higgs, who is 
critically ill with a brain haemorrhage. 
Alan’s father said: “Alan cannot speak, 
but there was a great reaction from him 


Lots of steamy stuff in TheSun about 
Freddie Mercury All written by a 
former minder, needless to say. ’Tis 
muttered.that he once spent £24,000 
on cocaine in just six weeks: once 
invited Prince Andrew along to a gay 
club (the Prince would have gone but 
his bodyguard said no); and frequently 
gets so out of it that he tumbles down 
staircases, walks into glass doors and 
is forever falling head first into 
dustbins. Mutterings favourite story is 
the one about John Conteh. Seems the 
boxer, ratherthe worse for drink at one 
of Freddie’s parties, lodged himself in 


who then leant over the bed and 
muttered in Conteh’s ear: "John dear, 
you're in my bed so I'm justaboutto 
take off my clothes and join you. Won't 
it be fun?” Conteh was out of the door 
before Freddie had even got his 
trousers off. . And speaking of The 
Sun, after Gary Kemp’s protestations 
in Personal Fi/ethis issue, who should 
turn up in the paper hugging a" Page 
Three Beauty" with a bingo card, but 
Steve Norman Bill Wyman and 
MickJagger. presumably back on 
speaking terms, are putting together 
an hour-long video history of The 
Stones. . . "He is a mentally 
disturbed young man," muttered 
American funk man Rick James about 
his arch-rival Prince. "He is the most 
contrived, pretentious artist I have 
ever witnessed. What is most worrying 
Is that this ridiculous little man is very 
dangerous because so many people 
relate to him as a true representative of 


on has had to apologise 


They're reluc_.... 

though, 'cause he brings in so much 
money Marc Almond may be 
starring inafilm "vaguely based" on 
William Burroughs' (rude) novel "The 
Wild Boys". . Marc 2. Several of Mr 


worried the other week when Sodom, 
one of his two pet pythons, decided to 
slither under the door and go fora 
wander. The police turned up and of 
course had no idea what to do. 
Eventually London Zoo officials 
managed to coax the rampant reptile 
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FREE from Maxell: 
T-Shirts+Sweat Shirts. 

(A tailor-made excuse for picking up some Maxell cassettes). 


Join in the Maxell Coupon Collection Scheme and every time you buy a Maxell Audio or 
Video Cassette you get a chance to pick up a superb gift - and it’s completely free. 

J ust collect the coupons inside the cassettes, 
and take your choice from our top-qualityT-Shins 
and Sweat Shirts. Maxell Record 
classic black Cross fountain pen. a 1 litachi Personal 
I Stereo Placer - and much more. 

HI Pick up full details of the Maxell Coupon 

Collection scheme at your nearest Maxell dealer 
~ not t0 mention a few cassettes. 

Full details arc also available from: - Maxell 
Coupon Collection Scheme, PO Box 99, Sudhurv, 
TJVzFM&Tjr/ZiTS^^^ Suffolk CO106SN. 


Suffolk CO106SN. __ « 

maxelM 

Maxell (UK) Ltd., 1 Tyburn Lane, Harrow, Middlesex HA13AF. Tel: 01-423 0688. 
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NEXT RELEASE ISN'T A NEW SINGLE, 
IT ISN'T A NEW LP OR EVEN A 
NEW 12 INCH MEGA-MIX! 
A IT'S A COMPUTER 
\ ADVENTURE GAME! 


THIS LIMITED EDITION 


Caught in a trap 
No turning back 
We’re lost in music 
We’re lost in music 
Feel so alive 
Iquit my nine to five 

First to go is their mind 


SL 


Andj>lay in front of cr azy fans 


Mmm in a spotlight 
The band plays so ver3 
Each and every night i 
It’s no vanity 

Some people ask me 
What are you gonna b« 
Why don’t you go get a 
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QOO OOOO 

GGOOG OOOGGO 


And that was just the beginning. The Monsters Of Rock Festival at 
Castle Donington was not your average pop concert. The food 
looked dodgy, the music was deafening and there was about a mile 
long queue for ‘the bogs’. But the 60,000 people who went couldn’t 
get enough. AC/DC, Van Halen, Whitesnake, Saxon, Ozzy Osbourne 
and Gary Moore survived it all too. So -just -did Brian Harrigan 
(words) and Paul Rider (photos). 


This can't be right. A chap just asked i.. 

buy a skull. There's a bloke lying on the door gibbering odd 40 miles i 
in strange tongues and people are merely stepping Various set 

over him. There’s a man siding on a tountain, dressed 
only in a pair of disreputable underpants and over 
there Saxon’s lead singer Bid is wandering about 
wearing extremely abbreviated white shorts. And 
here's a Japanese geezer in full traditional costume. 

It's time to look lor a friendly face and who beder 
than ourvery own photographer Paul Rider. But 
Rider's looking grim. The photographer's ramp has 
just collapsed," he mutters, “and I have been hit on 
the back of the head by almost every plastic bottle in 
this place.” 

This is not a report from a lunatic asylum. This is a 
bulletin Irom the battlefront, otherwise known as the 
Castle Donington Monsters Ot Rock Festival. 

You see, just as lemmings occasionally ba 

together and chuck themselves in the nearest-, 

every August chaps with very long hair, black leather 
jackets and blue leans converge on a motor racing 
circuit in the Midlands. Then, in a sort of controlled 
experiment rather like when scientists do vile things to 
laboratory mice, these worthy people are exposed to 
about ten hours ol extremely loud music. In addition, 
the only food available consists ol very dodgy 
hamburgers, pizzas that taste like recycled lorry tyres 
and doner kebabs that appearto be filled with grass. 

This is washed down with pale brown liguid, piped no 
doubt directlyfrom the Thames and laughingly 


ilk back out front—just the 

_ JMVj look at Ozzy Osbourne. 

Various sections ot the crowd were warming 

i up by hurling cans and plastic bottles at 
There were chaps collapsed in bushes and 


The sun is beating down, turning the place into the 
world’s largest microwave oven - a notion which is 
increased by that special festival smell. It's an aroma 
you can almost feel, consisting largely olhotdogs, 
onions, ketchup, sweatand various burning things. I 
don’t really know why but there is a curious desire to 
. _ is at this' ■' 

_j and his band have taken toTlie stage'. Al. 

eyes, many of them behind binoculars, are turned to 
the stage which resembles a very large stereo system. 
The sound was similar to putting your head inside a 
very large speaker and turning the volume to notch 
numberlO. 

Ozzy is the heavy metal singer. There's an instant 
communication between him 


doubt directly from the Thames and I 
described as beer. 

Perhaps the worst part ot this massive exercise is 
then forcing these liquid-tilled victims to wait in long 

gueues for the right to relieve themselves into 
something resembling Romney Marshes. 

'’“■'Dusty this proves to be a popular- 1 


...sting list ol heavy 

_ .... jt notably AC/DC, Van Halen, 

Ozzy Osbourne and Gary Moore. 

The only problem was only about six people actually 
sawthese bands. The sheer weight of numbers made 
it impossibleto see anything on stage except 
occasionally the odd glimpse of Ozzy'sshoe or Van 
Halen's ego. A small chap standing next to me at the 
back of this vast crowd summed it up rather well. “All I 
can see is people’s ears, ” he wailed despairingly. 

He needn't have worried, really, because the 
alternative to earhole watching was having to look at 
Gary Moore who obviously thought this was a fancy 
dress party and had shown up dressed as a tomato. 

This did not stop him and his band making the most 
colossal racket, however. Introducing "Empty 

Rooms" one ot the hand told the audience to give I_, 

themselves a big round of applause for getting it into getting to I 
the charts. This strange notion was greeted with 
kind of silence you'd only expect on an empty 
--at prairie .--- 


_ “Rock 'N' Roll Rebel”, are crashing, 

thundering affairs which gain an instant response. And 
once he and the band zapped into the Black Sabbath 
classic “Paranoid''he could fairly think to himselt that 
he’d had a good day. 

I managed to get back to see Ozzy afterwards in his 
caravan and the scene was extraordinary. There's 
Ozzy in black satin trousers, black top and black- 
rimmed eyes-every inch the bat-biting monsterthat 
his public image presents. He was desperate for a 
cigarette and dying for a drink. And he was literally 
shaking like a leaf. “I'm always like this for hours alter 
going on stage,” he said between drags on his 
cigarette, “I get so worked up. ” And while Ozzy is 
talking there's his baby daughter wandering about in 
nappy and rubber pants while Ozzy's wile Sharon is 
a well earned rest in an armchair. 

Ozzy and his family and started again on the 
sk to a place where I might be able to see some 


nappy and rubber pants while Ozzy’s w 

long trek to’a place wiiere'l might be able to see some 
otthe stage but on the way bump into Bernie Marsden 
and Mel Galley. Whitesnake veterans, enjoying a 

the loo for about live hours and then noticing that more 

anywhere the mood takes them. Galley, a modest 
chap, decides to take to the bushes and finds himselt 

practically trampling r-'—*■- 

getting to know eacho 




w each other a little better. Galley 


togiveacheerywave. 

'This," says Galley, normally an i 
ip, “is not normal behaviour.” 


windswept prairie. Moore finished oft with the 
incredibly dreary "Parisian Walkways” which served 
as sufficient inspiration for your reporter to head lor 
the guest area and seek refreshment. 

The guest area is the outer sanctum where record 
companies have hospitality tents and where the 
lavatory is a caravan and not the Sargasso Sea. 

You get into the guest area with a red pass. But then _ _ _ _ _ 

there’s an inner sanctum - it s the artists' enclosure crooked his little finger. AC/OC in contrast 
which reguires a blue pass. It’s probably easier had erected a barrier ottlight cases across 

netting into Fort Knox to have a look at the gold. the Irani ol their caravan as a barrier 

But even before a lemonade has soaked the old against intrusion, with a security man at 


_j,have taken to the stage 

_ _ late. A wag suggests this was 

largely due to the problem ol manoeuvring singer 
Dave Lee Roth's ego onto the stage. Van Halen had 
been waging a sort ol publicity war hz-‘-‘-“~ 
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either end. The theory, presumably, was that Van 
Halen were attempting to show to everyone this was 
their show-whereas AC/DC were confident that we all 
trnewit was going to be theirs. 

Van Halen decided to pull out all the stops with Roth 
leaping about all over the place like an overgrown East 
European gymnast and guitarist Eddie Van Halen 
whipping out those "razor-slash licks" that HM fans 
need as part of their daily diet. One jolly chaQ in the 
audience, no doubt fed up ol Roth's antics, bravely 
chucked something at him and - as tar as I could tell - 
actually connected. The ego-crazed Roth points at him 

. . and when we’re finished I'm gonna come down 
there and hold hands with your girlfriend. Actually he 
said something a lot ruder, but I'm sure you guessed. 

Right now this whole thing is getting out of hand. 
The ramp in the photographers' pit has collapsed, due 
to the sheer weight of numbers ot people who ve 
clambered onto it. It's suddenly dark and cold. Which, 


danjerwuz 


is why the lire 
is out there . Tl 


second there I'm wondering if snmeone isn't carrying 
out a human sacrifice or two to kill time before AC/DC 
hit the stage. 

While we re waiting lor AC/DC I start thinking about 
the previous day when I met up with them at a small 
hotel a few miles away from Donington. They’d been 
there since, oh, Thursday using it as a base of 
operations to set themelves up for the concert. It was 
like a country mansion scene, really, with the chaps 
lounging about on the lawn and then setting 
themselves up tor a game of badminton. 

Judging by that performance I don't think they'll be 
switching from music to sport for a full-time living. 
Lead singer Brian Johnson, who has one of the most 
awesome sets of vocal chords God ever put on the 
planet, was relaxed and charming. "It's an important 
gig for us," he explained "so we've been making sure 
that everything's dead right. One of the things we’ve 
been doing is checking out the equipment very 
carefully. You know, there’s always a lot of talk at 
festivals that the headline band has only allowed the 
supporting bands to use halt their gear or something 
like that. Well, we want to make sure that no-one will 
be able to accuse of that. " 

Was he worried about the strength of the line-up? 
“" w”, he said in his occasionally impenetrable 


t. “We just had someone up here asking 
us whether this was going to be a big battle of the 
bands or something like thal. But it's not that way at 
all. They're all good groups on the bill and we want to 
make sure that we play our best. We’re not worried 
about competition. We just want to make sure that the 
kids get the best out of their day out. ” 

Johnson also had an important message for AC/DC 
fans. “If you think it's tough tor the kids at festivals 
well, its just as hard for us. All the security is 
incredible and it takes us foreverto get in past them. 
No kidding, there's red badges and blue passes and all 
that kind of rubbish. And there's all those blokes 













(In the name of love) 


A STRICTLY LIMITED EDITION DOUBLE PACK 

plus a 7" Single and a 4 track 12" Single 
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QUIET! 

SENSITIVE SONG-WRITER AT WORK! 


★ Lloyd Cole doesn’t 
care for fast cars, 
thinks Simon le Bon 
is “just beefcake” and would 
hate to be a member of 
Frankie Goes To Hollywood. 
He also reckons the music 
business needs him. And so 
does Peter Martin. 

-Simply; pauses Lloyd Cole, mulling oyer the 
germ of an idea, “I feel our role is to point oirt 


he was just one year ago) with his hair parted 
on the wrong side and a notepad and pen 
tightly clutched in his hand. But, as we know, 
appearances can be deceptive. Like fellow 
singer/lyricist of merit, Morrissey, he has total 
faith in his music. This tends to parade as a 
particularly amusing form of bare-faced 


'm dreadful at forgetting 


er. Like you could hear George 


works for a newspaper in Scotland which, of 
course, ties her to the place. So with me always 
in London it's really bad. It's just silly that I can't 
see her. So to keep my sanity I spend all my 
-it’s my responsibility to 


is quite right." 

With two hits under his belt, the wry, '60s 
sounding “Perfect Skin" and the brooding 

—x:x - s ^ e . s a | reac |y f ounc j a fe 


good word for a boy to use. I'm glad that’s the 
sort of person I attract." 

So how important is ‘being popular' to Lloyd 
Cole? Td be overjoyed if I had hits in this 
country but I wouldn't give a damn about 
Bulgaria! Seriously, if we were to be popular 

*-- 1 wouldn't need to be popular in places 

“'d be nice, but I don’t want it 
i to work for it. We're not a 



steaming tea at Genetic Studios (owned by 
Martin Rushent, and the place where he 
produced The Human League's “Dare", 
amongst others). 

Situated on the leafy slopes outside 
Reading, the complex boasts a tennis court and 
swimming pool - not that he's had much 
chance to use them. Along with the 
Commotions he’s been far too busy finishing off 


Although in good spirits he’s slightly rueful as 
regards the state he'sjet himselfgetln 


greatness will come from our collective talents 
- like The Beatles. When you listen to us you 
get the impression of everyone's individual 


is that AW A WA Wnoise. I'd hate to be in a 
group like that." 

So how highly do you rate Lloyd Cole &The 
*-*=—■*I’d hate it for someone to 

in 1966 maybe we'd have had 
just think they’re funny. They're my 


And how about image. Is that important? 
“Well, I'd rather people stick pictures of me on 
their walls than pictures of Simon Le Bon. I 
mean I'd much rather be seen in the same light 

particularly admire him - than Simon Le Bon. 
He’s just beefcake. Ideally I'd like to be treated 
like an actor. They at least get some respect. 
Pop is just not recognised as r " * 


“pop genre”, I wonder what sort of things 


Hot Tin Roof. Certain scenarios in that fit in 
really well with a pop song. Also in that film I 
found Paul Newman's character incredibly 
appealing. There was something very romantic 


it. Too many to mention. It all boils down to the 


of those incredibly romantic things you should 
have that make your life more enjoyable. I’m 
very pleased that's the car I want. I like it 'cos it 
can't go fast. Also if I wanted a Porsche I’d be 
extremely poor for a very long time.” 

So exactly what does he put his appeal down 
to? “Well, it's not like Dylan who was so much of 


America. I'm goingto go there first opportunity 
I get." 

In fact he admits it isn't out of the question 
that after 'pop' he might end up a w 
too far in the future to say, bu' " 
the type to end up an--"- * 


from now on. Yes, I really feel I’ve a ri 
we’re improving the charts." 

And with that kind of confidence, there’s nc 


Lloyd Cole (opposite): Td rather people stick pictures 














And with his help you may just escape from the 
3-D horrors of the 1,000-chamber maze. DRAGON 
CAVES is one of over 130 different titles in the free 
colour catalogue for Sharp's MZ 700 series computer. 
Software for the MZ700 series ranges from the 









Don’t worry. He’s on your side. 



I Sharp Electronics (UK) Ltd., Home Computer Division, 
: Sharp House, Thorp Road, Newton Heath, 

| Manchester M10 9BE. Telephone: 061-205 2333 
■ Please send me the FREE Software catalogue for the 
I SHARP MZ700 series computer. 
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Address_ 


high-skill dog-fighting of FIGHTER COMMAND to 
the frightening fun of NIGHTMARE PARK. And 
prices start as low as £3.95. 

Cut the coupon and get the horrors. 

Before they get you. 


L 


The world of 

SHARP 

where great ideas come to life. 
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AZTEC 



Free with Just Seventeen on 
September 20th. Yourown 
exclusive two-colour 
double-action comb. About 
time you smartened 
yourself up... 


tattaM 


SEPT 20th 


on-mac McCulloch- 

YS • CL ASHIN' FASHION- 

SELECT SHOES & BODY WORK- 











'ne exam you won’t mini 
^ xsweating oven 


TTie fifthTSB Rock School Competition is 
under way and open to everyone between the ages of 
13 and 19. It is designed to encourage talent,creativity 
and musicianship. 

If you’ve got a band at school, or think you can 
form one, then you could stand to win as much as 
£ 2 , 000 . 

All you have to do is record two songs on 
cassette—at least one of which must be an original 
composition — and send your entry to us by the 
closing date of 31st December 1984. 

In 1985, the winners will receive: 

* A first prize worth £2,000. * A Gold Disc. 

* A recording session at BBC’s Maida Vale 
Studios. 

* £1,000-worth of equipment for their school. 

All other groups in the final will receive prizes 

totalling a further £2,000. 


For full details of how to enterTSB Rock 
School 1985 simply send off the coupon, or call in at 
any TSB branch for details of rules and entry forms. 

I Post now to TSB Rock School Competition, I 

Trotman & Co. Ltd., FREEPOST, Richmond, 
Surrey TWI05BR. 

I Name_ 

I School Address_ 








































NIGHTS 



DATES 


Loughborough University (5). Bns 
University (6). Cardiff New Ocean 


Polytechnic (8) 


(13), Hull University (14), Rea 
University (16), Southampton 


Stafford College (21), Liverpool Roya 
Court (22), Leeds Warehouse (24). 
Nottingham Rock City (25), 
Portsmouth Nero's Ballroom (26), 
Malvern Winter Gardens (28), 
Reforest Polytechnic Of Wales (29). 


versity 0 7), Cantei 
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NEC (15). Whitley Bay 
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Stevie Wonder. 


• ITS MO RE THAN YO U _ 



\ _ 


** -w V. 

MUSIC PRODUCED BY STEVIE WONDER 


The Woman in Red. 

Only 4.79 album or cassette. 
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WIN! 

paperweight approved by ^ 1 

Epic Records’ employees. 1 

■ viewer. Shows scenes from T 

- m .m-t I “Thriller” video and plays 

1 original sound fi^ck. - 
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mKttiHl 1 the Jacksons “Victory” album. 

U..1.IJK.,—...I,,..1,1 

Official Michael Jackson 1984 1 M.-1 i 1 nn . 

all 

1H I—-J this 


As every living being in the entire universe must knew 
by new, those all-singing, all-dancing, all-American 
brothers, the Jacksons, have been changing the 
course of musical history recently with their 
momentous “Victory" tour of America. If accounts 
are to be believed, the concerts have been something 
like The Return 01 The Jedi, the Grammy Awards and 
the Battle of Waterloo all rolled into one. That is to 
say, spectacular. Which is all very nice for the 
audiences in America but a bit of a swizz if you happen 
to have been stuck in grimy oT Britain with nothing 
but cricketing disasters and Jimmy Saville’s record- 
breaking Away-Day run for diversion. But do not fret 
. . . now’s your chance to put on a “Victory” tour 


concert in the comfort of your own home with the aid 
of all those glittering and astoundingly exclusive 
Jackson items shown above. The only thing missing 
will be the brothers themselves but pooh.'Who really 
needs’em when you’ve got that lot, eh? 

The outright and terrifically lucky winning person 
will get everything -yes everything- seen here. The 
next four winners will get everything except the 
highly rare “State Bf Shock” single and the even more 
highly rare paperweight. And the next five will get 
everything but “State Of Shock", the paperweight and 
the two official posters, f/us all ten winners will get 
something that is so amazingly-unique-and-sought- 



after that we can’t even showit- official Jacksons 
t-shirts that are really only suppesedto go to 
American DJslll “Woweee!" as M. Jackson might 
say, “that’s a lot of swag!!” So get cracking on this 
almost ludicrously simple question. 

Michael Jackson’s 1972 hit “Ben" was taken from 
a film about a) A bell b) A flowerpot c) A rat or d) A 
pipe-smoking politician? 

Answers on a postcard or the back of an envelope 
to SmeshHitsJecksons Competition, 14 Holkham 
Road, Orton Southgate, Peterborough PE2 OVJ. Get 
them in by September 26. 

Fingers crossed for “Victory”. 
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saunters by wearing a t-shirt with 
the slogan Frankie Says Relax. 
Well, moi-thinks, I wonder ifthe 

of touch with the current “pop’ 
scene since old Baz flew the nest) 
know that Frankie Vaughan, that 
old wiz of a boater-doffing crooner, 
is making a comeback? And so, 
without further ado, I put pen to 

.(Rambles on in this 


UTTERS 


beige cords and not forgetting those 
daring peep-toe sandals Auntie 
Edna bought you And we’re going to 


certificate and the doorman was 
’ ' T jo upset that an anti¬ 


well, really like groups like Bucks 
Fizz, Abba, Black Lace and many 
other talented musicians. 

For far too long we have been 
laughed at and looked down upon 
and it’s time we all stood up and sai 


Dear Muriel Gray, 



I'm likely to be stabbed, poisoned, 
"trangled etc. for telling the truth. 
ie, Camberley, Surrey. 


This is not a nice thing what you 



lovelytimetaWhitteyBay 
have been happy just to se 
take some photos of it, but, in fact, 
after my "friend" had stormed off; I 


.brill spot, mates! 
Well, only the other jourl was 











We always said that Limahl was a 
wally and now he's proved it by 
joining Black Lace. Come on, Limahl 
We all know it's you. 

Lisa and Ellen, the Catford Girls, 
Catford. 












TheTT30 Galaxy* 


Forget about school calculators 
you’ve seen before. The new 
TI-30 Galaxy from Texas 
Instruments is totally different 
It’s the Maths Machine. 

Made to make maths easier 
Made to help you do better. 

The latest technology makes 
the Tl-30 Galaxy different 

Truly pocket-sized, but made 
for non-slip desk-top use, too. 
Large, smooth-actioned keys, 
sensibly spaced for error-free 


entries. And a unique display 
feature which actually helps 
you keep track as you work. 
Innovations, all the 


* 66 functions including statistics 

* Tilted display-11 digit accuracy 

* Rugged carrying case 


functions you need, and helpful 
“how-to” manual. There’s 
nothing like it 

Find out why it’s the Maths 
Machine at branches of Boots, 
Comet Dixons, J. Menzies, 

W H. Smith and other leading 
calculator stores. kr, 

_ Texas 
Instruments 

Creating useful products 
and services for you. 




BETTER BE GOODTO ME 


































SIMPLE MINDS 




10 FREE STICKERS! 
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GET 50 FREE STICKERS! SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS. ^ 5 





















10 FREE STICKERS! 


GET 50 FREE STICKERS! SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS. ^ 5 MORE ON THE BACK 










GET 50 FREE STICKERS! ◄ 











FRANKIE 
GOES TO 

HOLLYWOOD 


® GET 50 FREE STICKE SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS. ^ 5 MORE ON THE I 













^ GET 50 FREE STICKERS! SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS, ^ 5 MORE ON THE BACK 






